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Draft Minutes of Piddle Valley Parish Council 

Tuesday 27 October 2020 

 On-line Meeting 7.30pm 

Present:  Cllrs Phillips (Chair), Abbott, Howard, Murray, Lock, Fox, Tesniere, Sherwood, Cox, Latimer, 

Potts & Dorset Cllr Haynes (Democratic Period) 

 

Apologies Received:  Cllr Fear 

 

Democratic Period  

 

A representative of the Action Support Group which has been formed for working towards an all-

weather cycle path, attended the meeting to give an update and confirmed the following; 

 

 The group are in talks with the various landowners who do not have objections so far 

 Funding potentials 

 Support from local groups and businesses 

 

The group would like to know what help the Parish Council could give and Cllr Phillips advised that 

any formal requests received from the group will be considered.  

 

It was agreed that a monthly update would be received by the Parish Council from the Action Group. 

 

Dorset Cllr Haynes advised that there are grants about to open for activities for registered charities 

and these can be accessed by contacting Dorset Community Action.  The group need to make 

contact with this organisation to see if they meet the criteria. 

 

Cllr Abbott informed the meeting that he has been contacted by concerned residents regarding the 

lack of Royal Mail collections from the post box at Alton Pancras during the recent roadworks.  Cllr 

Potts advised that between him and Cllr Fear, all residents within Alton Pancras received a flyer prior 

to the works commencing informing them of what they need to do to ensure their mail was 

collected. 

 

Cllr Sherwood raised concern with the problems the Post Office have been experiencing with the 

service at Piddlehinton due to IT issues and that the service may be offered in the form of a van. 

Cllr Lock confirmed that the hall does have broadband purely for the post office services so is unsure 

as to why the service has been disrupted. 

 

 A parishioner attended the meeting to inform the parish council of information on a recent Police 

circular reminding motorists of rule 243 in the Highway Code regarding parking.  It was suggested 

this is included in any further information notes on parking that are produced. (This rule refers to 

parking near junctions ie “do not park opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except 
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in an authorised parking space” and other restrictions, but doesn’t consider white lines on the 

side of the road, which is what Cllr Lock raised) 

 

Cllr Phillips advised of an enquiry received regarding fly tipping on Green Lane which informed that 

the resident has reported  it to the Dorset Council ‘Tip off’ site on several occasions but they say they 

can do nothing about it as its on private land.  It has also been reported to rights of way as it is a 

problem getting a horse through past all the rubbish.  No acknowledgement from the rights of way 

team has been received by the parishioner. 

 

The parishioner has asked if there is anything the Parish Council can do to get this cleaned up as it is 

obstructing a right of way. 

 

Dorset Cllr Haynes advised that this is the responsibility of land owners and not the Countryside 

Rangers.  The Rangers can enforce landowners to open up bridleways but not necessarily enforce 

the removal of fly tipping. Dorset Cllr Haynes agreed to check with the Head of Countryside. 

 

The Clerk advised of an email received from the Dorset Council’s Flood Risk team following a 

meeting they had with a resident of Piddlehinton to discuss the former WDDC flood relief scheme in 

Rectory Road.  The scheme will be inspected and camera surveyed.   

 

The flood risk team would like to remind the parish council of the contact information for requesting 

Highway gully maintenance and street sweeping to remove run-off silt and reduce the likelihood of it 

blocking the highway gullies. Dorset Highways pro-actively inspect and empty gullies on the strategic 

network only, roads that do not form part of the strategic network or gritting routes are dealt with 

re-actively, blocked gullies can be reported on the Dorset Council website, if urgent then please 

always telephone and advise the operator that there is a risk of flooding to property. 

 

To report a blocked highways gully (maintenance typically within 28 days); https://dorset-

self.achieveservice.com/service/report-a-gully–drain-or-flooding-issue 

 

If an imminent storm could result in property flooding then please report by telephone; 01305 

221020 

 

To request street cleansing; Road sweeping issues reported either by telephone on 01305 221040 or 

online to Dorset Waste Services at: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-

litter/street-cleaning/street-cleaning-and-litter-problems.aspx  (The link to DWS is now on the 

Dorset Council website). 

 

Report property flooding on the FORT database, this informs The flood Risk Management team of 

flood events and the extent of flooding, it is possible to report flooding by property or by area, we 

have a statutory requirement to write a section 19 report where 5 or properties are internally 

flooded from the same rainfall event in the same area, this information enables us to obtain grants 

for schemes from the Environment Agency by constructing a case where numerous flood receptors 

are affected. Please encourage residents to report internal and external flooding to property on; 
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https://swim.geowessex.com/dorset 

 

 

i) Dorset Councillor Update:  

As the second wave of the covid pandemic takes hold I thought some facts about the 

Dorset Council area would be helpful.  These were presented by Public Health Dorset 

last Thursday and it is easy to see just how fast cases are rising. 

11 - 17 October       245 

4  - 10  October       182 

28 – 4 October          93 

22 – 28 September    29 

12 – 18 August            6 

 

BCP cases are about double ours 

Per 100K         121.5 BCP               Dorset council area 65                SW UK 152 

 

At 21st October there were 44 cases that have had to be hospitalised.  

 

Please follow the rule of six both inside and out the last thing we need is to go to the 

next level of lockdown.  Most importantly look after yourselves and your community. 

We are about to move into two holiday/celebration areas of Hallowen and Guy faulks 

night. Large celebrations cannot happen and there is concern that people will try to have 

these at their own homes.  Please ask your communities to keep to the guidelines and to 

also consider their neighbours if lighting bonfires or setting off fireworks.  Needless to 

say no one should knock on doors for “trick or treat”.  It’s depressing reading isn’t it! 

The merger of the six district planning IT systems has gone live.  Naturally there are 

going to be some teething issues to be ironed out but it has to be right to have them all 

on one system.  I have been taking to the DAPTC about this and hope to persuade the 

council to provide a webinar to towns and parishes on the new system in the near 

future. 

There is considerable focus on the budget pressures at the moment as we try to balance 

the budget for this year and set a balanced budget for next.  The government has been 

providing support for extra covid costs however in the latest payment they have 

changed the criteria and instead of receiving the £5.3M we were expecting we only got 

£1.2.  I imagine that this is to help support the funding of the extra lockdowns in the 

north of the country but a big blow to our finances. 

 

Finally there has been a lot of coverage in the press about helping people with free 

school meals in the half term.  We are looking at how we can put in further support 

particularly, to low income families and also our food banks there has been an amazing 

response locally and we need to build on this as we go into the Christmas period. 

 

ii) Police/Home watch update 

 

No update received this month. 
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101/2020 Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr Potts declared an interest in item in 12c) request for funds to be released from Alton Pancras 

account for project in Alton Pancras 

 

102/2020 Minutes of Piddle Valley Parish Council meeting held on 29 September 2020 

It was proposed by Cllr Sherwood and seconded by Cllr Phillips that these minutes with the following 

amendment should be accepted as a true record of the meeting.  All agreed with two abstentions. 

 

Page 1, Democratic period should have included, the Applicants of Hillside Farm and Barn Farm also 

attended the meeting. 

 

103/2020 Matters arising from last minutes (August 2020) 

 

a) August Democratic Period i): Cllr Lock to chase response from Highways – deferred to next 

agenda 

b) August 66/2020 h):  Cllr Phillips has received the list and he and Cllr Lock will send out 

company letters regarding road safety (Transport letters) – Letters to be sent within the next month 

– complete. 

c) 66/2020 i): agreed Clerk to continue to chase Dorset Waste Partnership & also to contact Cllr 

Haynes to ask if she can also chase (Dog waste signs) – Clerk confirmed that the latest response 

received was advising that the Dog Warden would be in touch.  Deferred to next agenda. 

d) 66/2020 j): Contact details for those wishing to take over the BT phone boxes Clerk will 

follow this up with Planning  - Clerk informed the meeting that BT have emailed advising that it must 

be the Parish Council or a registered charity that can adopt the kiosks.  Cllr Lock confirmed that the 

Piddlehinton Hall is a registered charity.  It was raised by a parishioner that the land the 

Piddletrenthide kiosk is on is BT owned so there may be an issue with this one being adopted.   

Since the meeting the Clerk responded to BT advising that the Piddlehinton Hall is a registered 

charity and also enquired about the Piddletrenthide kiosk.  BT responded confirming that the 

Piddletrenthide kiosk is not able to be adopted due to the land being at possible risk of being sold 

within the next 5 years.  

Ongoing – Clerk to contact The Chair of Piddlehinton Village Hall Committee to inform her of the 

need to arrange the take over of the phone box and liaise with BT.  

e) 73/2020: Cllr Phillips to write to Dorset Council regarding funding for the return of a bus 

service in Piddle Valley – Ongoing – Cllr Phillips to contact Dorset Cllr Haynes.  Deferred to next 

agenda 

f) 87/2020 d) Clerk to amend and circulate Code of Conduct for Public participation at 

meetings prior to October meeting for adoption - Complete 

g) 93/2020 b) Clerk to report to highways – layby off High Street, Piddlehinton being used with 

no vehicular access – Clerk requested exact location to be able to discuss with Highways.  Cllr Lock 

confirmed that this issue goes against planning regulations and further use over time may 

establish a right of access. 

h) 98/2020 Cllr Murray to obtain more detail and Cllr Howard to look at legalities for use by 

individuals to hold fitness class on playing field – Clerk advised that the organiser of this has emailed 
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with information regarding numbers, days & times the event could be held along with insurance 

details and Covid risk assessment.  

It was proposed by Cllr Abbott and seconded by Cllr Cox that these classes with the permission from 

the school should be approved.  This was agreed by 7 Cllrs voting for and 4 voting against.  

 

104/2020 Planning matters 

 

a) Responses to Planning consultations 

 

WD/D/20/001965 LAND AT FOLLY, PLUSH Proposal by Cllr Sherwood; 

I propose that this council approves the planning application number WD/D/20/001965. 

The proposal will not be visible from the road and is necessary to the farm operation. It 

will enable the farmer to reduce cattle movements substantially, test and isolate TB 

infected animals away from the milking herd. 

 

This proposal was seconded by Cllr Potts and agreed with all in favour. 

 

b) Decision Notices 

 

WD/D/20/001728 - The Old Grainstore, Folly Lane from Brace of pheasants public house, 

Plush - Erection of garage/workshop -APPROVED 

 

c) Enforcement 

 

The Clerk advised of a letter received from the Planning Enforcement team regarding  

WD/ENF/19/00133 - Alleged unauthorised change of use from garage to dwelling Brook Cottage, 
Alton Pancras which confirmed that the subsequent assessment of the enforcement investigation 
relating to this property does not constitute a breach of planning control as the conversion of the 
garage does not require planning consent and is being used as overflow accommodation for a 
member of the household in conjunction with the main dwelling. 

  Therefore, it is not intended to take any further action with regard to this matter, and the case is 
now treated as closed. 

 
Cllr Potts requested a copy of this email to inform parishioners of the outcome. 
Action 1040/2020 c: Clerk to provide copy of letter to Cllr Potts who will pass it on to the residents  

concerned. 
 

d) Tree works consultation 
 

Following the September meeting Cllr Howard provided the following information to all Cllrs 
regarding tree works; 
 

 As part of the Dorset Councils Partnership ongoing service review, the tree and landscape team has 
been looking at how it provides its service in the context of increasingly limited resources. As a result 
of the review certain key processes have been identified as areas where improvements and 
efficiencies can be made, to ensure we can carry out our statutory functions in a timely and 
professional way.  
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In particular, the Partnership is currently bound by a voluntary code for dealing with tree work 
applications, an arrangement which imposes additional burdens on the Partnership over and above 
what’s actually required by current best practice. 
 
The processing of tree work applications will be guided by the government publication “Tree 
Preservation Orders and trees in conservation areas” https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-
preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas#making-applications-tpo (Department for 
Communities and Local Government 2014). This will have significant benefits in terms of meeting 
decision deadlines, by rationalising our registration arrangements and by simplifying our decision 
making. The key changes are:  
 
i) There will be increased flexibility for the posting of site notices, so that it reflects the 
particular circumstances of each case; 
ii) The register of applications and conservation area notifications will be available online; 
iii) Parish Councils, Town Councils and Councillors will no longer be consulted directly on tree 
work applications and conservation area notifications, but are invited to use the Dorset Council’s 
online facility for providing feedback or comment (in order to reflect the fact that there is no 
statutory requirement for consultation, as distinct from planning applications for development).  Any 
feedback can be made online through www.dorsetcouncil.com.  In order to meet its obligations to 
deal with applications in a timely manner, Dorset Council will aim to issue decisions on its simpler 
cases without delay; 
iii) The process of signing-off decisions will be carried out in accordance with Dorset Council’s 

agreed scheme of delegation.  
 

e)  Building in Dorset 
 

Cllr Tesniere expressed concern with how construction work can cause ecology issues.  This relates to 
any planning applications the parish council received and would like to draw this to attention of Cllrs 
when considering what is being built. 
 
105/2020 Clerks update 
 
a) The Clerk requested the week of 23 November 2020 off.  Cllr Phillips agreed to be the co-host on 
Zoom for the November meeting and Cllr Sherwood agreed to take the minutes. 
 
b) It was proposed by Cllr Sherwood and seconded by Cllr Potts that the revised Code of Conduct for 
Public Participation at Meetings is adopted.  All agreed. 

 
106/2020 Community Car scheme working group 

 

Cllr Cox advised; 

 The Scheme is still operating although the demand and the volunteer drivers are still low, 

with 4 trips in the last quarter being completed. 

 An income of £5.80 has been received and this will be paid to Nordcat. 

 

107/2020 DAPTC meeting update 

 

Cllr Fox advised the meeting that he has arranged a meeting with the CEO of DAPTC in his day job 

capacity. 
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108/2020 Website update 

 

No update 

 

109/2020 Defibrillator Working Group update 

 

Cllr Sherwood advised that the fridge magnets along with the information leaflets will be distributed 

with the next edition of News & Views. 

Cllr Latimer confirmed that he has not received any further response from the Rugby Club. 

Cllr Potts advised that he checked the Alton Pancras defibrillator and found the light off although the 

electricity supply was still live.  Cllr Howard confirmed that this was now working as he had re-set 

the circuit breaker. 

Cllr Sherwood thanked Cllr Howard for doing this. 

110/2020 Financial Matters 

a) Bills for Payment  - October 

 

Clerks expenses     £22.74 

 Annual website costs – Eyelid Productions £160.00 

Nordcat     £5.80 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Potts and seconded by Cllr Fox that these payments are approved.  All 

agreed. 

 

b) Income 

 

Dorset Council – Precept   £6000.00 

Community Cars    £5.80 

 

c) Alton Pancras funds – request for funds to be transferred for project in Alton Pancras 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllr Fox that these monies should be 

released.  All agreed. 

 

d) Proposal for the Clerks Terms and Conditions Working Group to carry out the Clerk’s annual 

review.  It was proposed by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllr Sherwood to continue with this.  

All agreed. 

Action 110/2020 d: Cllr Phillips to arrange meeting of the Clerks Terms and Conditions 

working group 

111/2020 Highway Matters 

 
a) Converting bridle path to all-weather track 
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Although this was discussed within the democratic period, Cllr Lock expressed concern that this 

bridleway should remain as a bridleway. It was also commented that the route would be shared by 

horse riders and pedestrians, and any surface provision would need to accommodate both.  

 
 

b) Parked cars at Piddlehinton 
 
Cllr Lock proposed a letter is included in the News & Views regarding those vehicles that have off 
road parking who park on the highway where there are solid white lines, no pavement and no street 
lighting, to request they stop. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Lock will circulate a draft letter prior to the next meeting. 

Action 111/2020 b:   Cllr Lock to draft and circulate letter prior to November meeting 
 

c) Road drains through Valley 
 
The following were reported for clearance by Highways: 
 

- Little Holcombe, Alton Pancras 
- Car park to the south of Boldacre, Alton Pancras 
- London Row 
- Outside The Poachers 
- By the Piddletrenthide shop between the shop and the Hall. 

 
d) Rectory Road, Piddlehinton – Road safety update 

 
Cllr Phillips advised that the data collected from the recent video survey is now being analysed and 
Dorset Cllr Haynes is chasing the results. 
 
112/2020 River Clearance 
 
Cllr Cox confirmed this year’s clearance was completed successfully.  Cllr Lock thanked those 
involved and raised the issue of riparian owners not taking responsibility for their sections of the 
river. 

Action 112/2020:  Cllr Lock to draft and circulate letter prior to the November meeting for 
publication in News and Views to remind the responsible residents of the need for river clearance 

and hedge cutting 
 
113/2020 Covid-19 
 
Cllr Phillips provided the latest figures; 
 
22nd October: both Dorset and BCP areas remain in tier 1 (medium category)  
21st October: there were 44 COVID-19 patients in hospital beds in Dorset. 
15 October: this week, an amber alert has been issued through the Dorset COVID-19 Health 
Protection Board due to the rising number of cases in the area. There is a risk of being placed in the 
high category (tier 2) restrictions, which would mean households would be banned from mixing in 
indoor settings. People are encouraged to mitigate the risk of infection. 
 
In Dorchester there are three cases at TH School, and confirmed cases at Manor Park C of E First 
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School, the Studio School, St Osmund’s C of E Middle School, and Dorchester Middle School. 
 
114/2020 News & Views items 
 
Thanks were expressed to those who contributed to the dog fouling article. 
 
115/2020 Playing Field & Playground 

 
No update. 

 
116/2020 External Communications 
 
Nothing to report. 

 
117/2020 Items for next agenda 
 
Piddlehinton Post Office 
Fly-tipping on bridleways 
Parking letter 
Riparian owners 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:32 with notice that the next meeting will 
be held on Tuesday 24 November 2020 19.30, virtual via Zoom.   
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