
Item 7d. Letter to CEO Dorset Council re Gypsy and Traveller Transit Camp 

Gypsy and Traveller Camp, Piddlehinton 

Phillips, Alan Sat 05/09/2020 12:18 To:  chiefexecutive@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

Cc: Sam Paulley piddlevalley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk, Cllr. Jill Haynes 

<cllrjill.haynes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk> 

 

Dear Mr Prosser, 

As Chair of the Piddle Valley Parish Council, I have been asked to write to you about Dorset Council's 

handling of the Gypsy and Traveller Transit Camp next to Enterprise Park.  

There has been a long standing concern in the Piddle Valley about the lack of action by the Council 

to fulfil its promise to survey potential sites for Gypsy transit camps in Dorset, meaning that the site 

in Piddlehinton has been a fall-back position since 2013, following its use during the 2012 Olympics, 

despite repeated statements that it is a temporary situation.  The residents are fed up of being taken 

for granted and want the Council to act fairly and responsibly. It may be that this site is the best 

option, but we would like it to be shown by a transparent and thorough evaluation.     

The licence for the use of the site ended in 2019, yet Dorset Council used the site to place travellers 

in May 2020. This was at a time when the government advice was to not to move travellers due to 

the Covid-19 lockdown. This appears to be a blatant disregard for planning law and added to the risk 

of Covid-19 transmission. More travellers have been directed to the field in August, while the 

application to renew the licence is going through the planning procedure. There is obvious sympathy 

for the families that are homeless, and hopefully they will be welcomed to the permanent camp on 

the South West side of Enterprise Park, but we again feel we are being taken for granted particularly 

when there is no communication or attempt to keep the local residents informed of what may be 

socially necessary actions.  

There are security concerns for both the local residents and the local Enterprise Park businesses. Yet 

in the recent planning application there was little information about the management plan and I had 

to request details of the plan from the named applicant, Paula Clover. Previously we have been 

somewhat reassured by the presence of security personnel and the statement that CCTV would be 

used to monitor entry and exit from Enterprise Park. This facility has been allowed to become 

inoperative and we would ask that it be included as a basic requirement, and that security personnel 

are included when travellers are present, unless it can be guaranteed that there is no security risk. 

In the analysis of the use of the transit camp, the Council has had to resort to some guesswork as 

financial records and details of numbers using the camp are not available. The impression given in 

the application is that the use of the camp is relatively infrequent. We would ask that record keeping 

is prioritised and complete so that the cost and level of use can be established. It may serve to 

reassure local residents that it is a manageable number and an efficient use of resources. 

 



I would like the Piddle Valley Parish Council and Dorset Council to work together in a positive way to 

optimise the situation and keep residents assured that their interests are being considered. This is 

not a NIMBY letter, but one asking for transparent, fair and objective actions to establish the best 

place for a traveller and gypsy transit camp in this part of Dorset, if necessary. I would obviously like 

to see the same done to assess the needs in other Dorset areas. 

Yours sincerely, Alan Phillips Alan Phillips, PhD, Chair, Piddle Valley Parish Council 

 

Reply: Giles Nicholson giles.nicholson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk Fri 25/09/2020 08:16. To:  Phillips, 

Alan.  

Cc: Chief Executive chiefexecutive@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk, cllrjill.haynes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk,  

piddlevalley@dorset-aptc.gov.uk; paula.clover@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk; 

ken.buchan@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

Dear Mr Phillips, 

Piddlehinton G and T transit site.  

Thank you for your email below. Matt Prosser has asked me to write to you on his behalf.  Sorry for 

the delay in responding, hopefully this will give you the update needed for your parish council 

meeting on the 29th Sept. 

 Unfortunately there has been a delay in preparing the local plan policies relating to travellers. The 

predecessor councils were jointly working on a Development Plan Document (DPD) to sit alongside 

their local plans and would include policy allocations for traveller sites. Work on this joint DPD 

stopped following local government re-organisation last year. Instead, the council’s new local plan 

will include a strategy for meeting the needs of travellers. This strategy will identify those sites which 

have been selected to meet the area’s needs and any site specific requirements. (These sites, and 

any requirements, will be presented in planning policies). There is a need for pitches for Gypsies and 

Travellers, plots for Travelling Showpeople and a transit site for travellers. As part of work on the 

new local plan, Planning officers will also be preparing background papers that will summarise those 

sites which have been considered through the plan making process and the reasons for selecting 

those sites presented in the strategy. Parish councils and local people will have the opportunity of 

reviewing a draft of the new local plan (including the development strategy relating to travellers) 

and supporting evidence, through a consultation. All responses made during the consultation will be 

taken into consideration before moving onto the next stage of the plan making process. Local people 

and parish councils will have a further opportunity to make comments and participate in subsequent 

stages of the plan making process (including the public hearing sessions held has part of the 

examination into the plan). This process will ensure that everyone has the opportunity of 

considering the evidence/draft local plan policies and presenting a view on this matter.   

 Due to the delay in this process it seemed reasonable to continue to use the current transit site at 

Piddlehinton between April and August.  You are correct the planning permission expired in 2019 

however legal and planning advice suggested that the site could still be lawfully used, however this 

has caused some understandable irritation and therefore a new temporary planning permission for 



three years has been applied for and if the application is successful it will be in place ready for April 

next year. 

 I do understand your concern that Travellers came to the transit site during lock down, however this 

was done in consultation with the Police and where it was felt that it was safer to be at the transit 

site where sanitation is available and there is little interaction with the wider public. 

 In total there has been two encampments this summer use the transit site. Three caravans used the 

site for a week in April.  In May there was another group of five caravans who have now become 

tenants at our Piddlehinton permanent site last week.  In total we had 24hr security present for 

three weeks. Dorset has had approximately 25 encampments over the summer months and the 

police have carried out six Section 62’s.  The transit site was offered to most of these unlawful 

encampments, but the Travellers often chose not to use the transit site and generally left the 

County. 

There are still three people living at the transit site unlawfully, and we are progressing the eviction 

process for these individuals. 

 I believe you have previously raised concerns with Paula Clover (Gypsy and Traveller Liaison officer – 

email above) about the CCTV system, contractors have been instructed to fix the cameras for the 

transit site.  Paula will let you know when this work is completed. 

 Thank you for the sentiment in your email where you express your hope to work positively with 

Dorset Council. We very much hope to work with Piddlehinton Parish Council and all town councils 

to find the best solution for the local community and Dorset as a whole. With this in mind, please 

feel free to contact Paula Clover about Traveller related issues in the Piddlehinton area and she will 

be happy to provide information and updates as required. 

 Equally please feel free contact myself if I can be of further assistance. 

 Kind regards   

Giles Nicholson, Greenspace Manager, Place Services, Dorset Council 01258 456970 

Receipt of email acknowledged Sept 5th.  

Request for reply by Sept 29th sent 20th Sept; receipt of email acknowledged 20th Sept. [CEO on 

holiday for two weeks from 20th Sept] 

Reply received 25th Sept  


